VILLAGE OF HIGHLAND HILLS, OHIO
MINUTES OF A REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING
December 11, 2024
6:00 p.m.

The Regular Council Meeting of the Village of Highland Hills, Ohio was called to order at 6:00
p.m. by Council President Cassandra Pride in Room No. 14 of Village Hall. It was also broadcast
via Zoom Video Communications.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Everyone stood for the Pledge of Allegiance, which was recited
by all.

ROLL CALL: Present were Council President Cassandra Pride and Councilpersons Geavona
Greene, David Mills, James McManus and Robert Wright II. Also present: Mayor Michael L.
Booker (arrived later in the meeting), Law Director Thomas P. O’Donnell, Economic
Development Director Larry Finch, Cuyahoga County Planning Commission Manager James
Sonnhalter and Planner Laura Mendez Ortiz.

DISCUSSION BY PUBLIC: None.

APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA: Items listed under the Consent Agenda are considered
routine. Each item will be read individually into the record and the Consent Agenda will then be
enacted as a whole by one motion and one roll call. There will be no separate discussion of these
items. If discussion by Council is desired on any item on the Consent Agenda, that item will be
removed from the Consent Agenda by Council motion and considered in its normal sequence under
the Regular Order of Business.

a. Approval of minutes: *November 13, 2024 Council Meeting

Moved by Councilwoman Greene and seconded by Councilman Wright to
accept the Consent Agenda. All voted aye and the Consent Agenda was
approved.

COMMUNICATIONS: President Pride introduced Laura Mendez Ortiz, Planner, and James
Sonnhalter, Planning Manager, Design and Implementation from the Cuyahoga County Planning
Commission. Ms. Mendez Ortiz then made a Power Point Presentation to Council and members
of the Village Planning Commission of the Comprehensive Plan for Highland Hills (attached).

Economic Development Director Larry Finch thanked the County for all their work on behalf of
the Village. He stressed this is the beginning, not the end. We have a lot of work to do, including
developing regulations and getting together with the City of Cleveland to make them aware of the
plan and obtain their feedback relative to the development agreement. Mr. Finch said there are a
lot of good ideas in the plan.
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Councilwoman Geavona Greene commented that she likes the way they gave examples and
compared other areas.

Mr. Sonnhalter and Ms. Mendez Ortiz reminded Council that they work with communities all
across the County and have a lot of information to share.

President Pride agreed that the Village is intertwined with other entities and this is a good start.
She thanked the Planning Commission for all their hard work.

REPORTS AND COMMUNICATONS FROM THE MAYOR: Mayor Michael Booker
reminded that the Village Christmas party will be held on Saturday, December 14" from 12:00 to
3:00 p.m. at Camp George Forbes Recreation Hall and he hopes to see everyone there. On a sad
note, Jean Smith’s sister, Mildred Crump, a long time Councilwoman in Newark, New Jersey,
passed away.

DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORTS: Larry Finch, Economic Development Director, reported
that he has been working with the Fire Department on a couple of issues and obtaining grant
money. Thanks to the grants, the department is able to buy equipment for all of the firefighters; as
we have fewer firefighters now, they are determining how to spend the additional money available.
They also received a great deal on the oxygen bottles and got them for half price, saving about
$50,000. They can continue to spend the $50,000 but will have to submit a revision application for
approval by FEMA. Once approved, the funds will probably be used to purchase hoses and fittings.

Turning to the current grant, the purchase of equipment is a possibility, but the Fire Chief will be
discussing with the Mayor before moving forward.

Councilwoman Greene asked if that is the legislation on the evening’s Council agenda, and Mr.
Finch answered yes.

REPORT FROM PRESIDENT OF COUNCIL: President Cassandra Pride said she has nothing
to report at this time.

REPORT FROM COUNCIL COMMITTEES:

Finance Cassandra Pride — met and a report is on file
Properties/Buildings James McManus — met and a report is on file
Public Works Robert Wright — met and a report is on file
Rules David Mills — met and a report is on file
Safety Geavona Greene — met and a report is on file
Committee of Whole Cassandra Pride — did not meet

REPORT FROM COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES TO REGULATORY OR OTHER
BOARDS:
Audit David Mills — met and a report is on file
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Board of Control Cassandra Pride — met an approved the fire and safety
equipment

Board of Zoning Appeals James McManus — did not meet

Fair Housing Commission Robert Wright — did not meet

Human Resources Committee Geavona Greene — did not meet

Planning Commission David Mills — met and a report is on file

Senior Advisory Board Cassandra Pride — did not meet in December

Tax Incentive Review Council Geavona Greene — did not meet

ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS:

a. THIRD READING CONSIDERATION: None.
b. SECOND READING CONSIDERATION: None.
c. FIRST READING CONSIDERATION:

Ordinance No. 2024-68: An Ordinance Making Temporary Appropriations for
the First Quarter of Calendar Year 2025 for the Current Expenses and other
Expenditures of the Village of Highland Hills, and Declaring an Emergency.

Moved by Councilman Wright and seconded by Councilman McManus to
waive the three reading rule and referral to committee. All voted aye and the
motion caried.

Moved by Councilman Wright and seconded by Councilman Mills to approve
Ordinance No. 2024-68. All voted aye and the ordinance was adopted 5 — 0.

Ordinance No. 2024-69: An Ordinance to Approve a Wage Increase to the
Base Salary or Hourly Wages for All Employees of the Village, and Declaring
an Emergency.

Moved by Councilman Wright and seconded by Councilwoman Greene to
waive the three reading rule and referral to committee. All voted aye and the
motion carried.

Moved by Councilman Mills and seconded by Councilman Wright to approve
Ordinance No. 2024-69. All voted aye and the ordinance was adopted 5 — 0.

Ordinance No. 2024-70: An Ordinance Providing Authority for the Purchase
of Medical, Dental, Vision and Life Insurance Coverages for Eligible Full Time
Employees of the Village for Calendar Year 2025, and Declaring an
Emergency.
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Moved by Councilwoman Greene and seconded by Councilman Wright to
waive the three reading rule and referral to committee. All voted aye and the
motion carried.

Moved by Councilman Wright and seconded by Councilman McManus to
approve Ordinance No. 2024-70. All voted aye and the ordinance was adopted
5-0.

Ordinance No. 2024-71: An Ordinance Authorizing a Contract with Maverick
Office Solutions, Inc. to Provide IT Systems and Services, and Declaring an
Emergency.

Moved by Councilman Wright and seconded by Councilman Mills to waive the
three reading rule and referral to committee. All voted aye and the motion
carried.

Moved by Councilwoman Greene and seconded by Councilman McManus to
approve Ordinance No. 2024-71. All voted aye and the ordinance was adopted
5-0.

Resolution No. 2024-72: A Resolution Confirming the Mayor’s Appointment
of Marcellis O’Neal to Serve as Finance Director for the Village of Highland
Hills, and Declaring an Emergency.

Moved by Councilwoman Greene and seconded by Councilman Mills to waive
the three reading rule and referral to committee. All voted aye and the motion
carried.

Moved by Councilwoman Greene and seconded by Councilman Wright to
approve Resolution No. 2024-72. All voted aye and the resolution was adopted
5- 0.

Ordinance No. 2024-73: An Ordinance Authorizing the Mayor to Enter and
Execute a Contract with Fire Safety Systems under the 2023 Assistance to
Firefighters Grant Awarded by the Federal Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA) in the Amount not to Exceed $127,606.00 for the Purchase of Self
Contained Breathing Apparatus, and declaring an Emergency.

Moved by Councilwoman Greene and seconded by Councilman McManus to
waive the three reading rule and referral to committee. All voted aye and the
motion carried.
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Moved by Councilman Mills and seconded by Councilman Wright to approve
Ordinance No. 2024-73. All voted aye and the ordinance was adopted 5 — 0.

Ordinance No. 2024-74: An Ordinance Authorizing the Mayor to Enter and
Execute a Contract with Fire Safety Systems under the 2023 Assistance to
Firefighters Grant Awarded by the Federal Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA) in the Amount of $100,682.00 for the Purchase of Firefighter Turnout
Gear, and Declaring an Emergency.

Moved by Councilman Wright and seconded by Councilman McManus to
waive the three reading rule and referral to committee. All voted aye and the
motion carried.

Moved by Councilwoman Greene and seconded by Councilman McManus to
approve Ordinance No. 2024-74. All voted aye and the ordinance was adopted
5-0.

Ordinance No. 2024-75: An Ordinance Authorizing the Mayor and Police
Chief to House Village Prisoners with the City of Bedford Heights Jail, and
Declaring an Emergency.

Moved by Councilwoman Greene and seconded by Councilman Mills to waive
the three reading rule and referral to committee. All voted aye and the motion
carried.

Moved by Councilman Mills and seconded by Councilman McManus to
approve Ordinance No. 2024-75. All voted aye and the ordinance was adopted
S-0.

Ordinance No. 2024-76: An Ordinance Providing Authority for the Purchase
of Comprehensive Liability, Property and Auto Coverage throughout the Public
Entities Pool of Ohio for the Village of Highland Hills, and Declaring an
Emergency.

Moved by Councilman Mills and seconded by Councilman Wright to waive the
three reading rule and referral to committee. All voted aye and the motion
carried.

Moved by Councilman Mills and seconded by Councilwoman Greene to
approve Ordinance No. 2024-76. All voted aye and the ordinance was adopted
5-0.
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MISCELLANEOUS PUBLIC COMMENT: Council President Cassandra Pride commented
that Council meetings go smoothly when there are proper committee meetings and everything is
discussed. She thanked the Law Director for endeavoring to get everything to Council in a timely
manner. Mr. O’Donnell related that he literally received the PEP ordinance last night, so it was
later getting in. President Pride said she understands some things get backed up this time of year.

Mayor Michael Booker advised legislation to approve the Comprehensive Plan will be on
Council’s organizational meeting agenda in January.

ADJOURNMENT: There being no further business, it was moved by Councilwoman Greene and
seconded by Councilman Mills to adjourn the meeting. All voted aye and the meeting concluded
at 6:57 p.m.
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Cassandra Pride, President of Council Margaret Sikofl, Clerk of Council
Attachment:

Village of Highland Hills Comprehensive Plan
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